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UUCA Justice Power Hour Agenda
Thursday, March 04, 2021 7:00pm Gerrymandering

Desired Outcomes
By the end of this hour we will:
● Feel connected and in community
● Have a direct and measurable impact on an area of intersectional social justice
● Understand more about the topic we are advocating for
● Understand next steps and how to stay involved

Introduction:
7:05pm Greetings Friends! We’re so glad you all joined us here today for our UUCA Justice
Power Hour. In this hour we will build community and work together for change.
Think of this weekly program as a “sampler platter.” You will get a brief
introduction to an issue during this hour and then provided with a wealth of follow
up information to go deeper after the conclusion of our time together. We also give
ourselves permission to be raggedy in this hour. Perfection is a tool of white
supremacy and we want to break those habits. Towards the end of the hour we
request that you fill out a tracking form so that we can celebrate all the work we
accomplished together.
We will begin this hour in small breakout rooms (Virtual Tables) to build connection
and community. Over the hour we will learn about an issue and then we will have 15
minutes to take virtual action around that issue. We will close out the hour in
community and celebration. There are additional resources and actions at the bottom
of this agenda.

● If you have any questions (tech or otherwise), you can message your Zoom
pilot or anyone with an * in front of their name and they will be able to help
you
● If you have any accessibility needs or questions, feel free to speak up now or
message anyone with an asterix in front of their name privately.
● There will be several different options of virtual actions you can take this
evening. You are not obligated to take all of them. You can pick and choose

2

as you feel comfortable and time allows. UUCA is committed to making a safe
and inviting space that allows everyone to participate.
● Also, if you run out of time and don't get to do all the things you want (we run
a tight schedule) the agenda will remain available to you forever. You could
even share it with your friends!
● If you select “Show Document Outline” under the “View” tab at the top of
the page, you will be able to click on the headers to be taken directly to that
part of the document.
And now, I invite you to take a moment to prepare for this hour of action. Sit back
comfortably in your chair and relax. Take a deep breath in, and let it out. Be present
in this sacred space, and be open to your own heart.

Occupied Land acknowledgement
● We honor that if you are in the United States, you are probably on
occupied land. If you are in Atlanta, you are most likely in stolen
Muskogee Land. You can double check your occupation by clicking
HERE

Chalice Lighting
● It is a UU tradition to light a chalice at the beginning of gatherings. If
you’re interested to learn more about the tradition, you can click HERE
7:10pm Virtual Tables
12 min

We will now break into our “Virtual Tables” (small break out rooms) to
build community.
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7:22pm
10 min

This Evening’s Topic
Gerrymandering in Georgia:

●

“The biggest rigged system in America is gerrymandering. Together we can
change that and restore fairness to our democracy. Join our fight because
politicians shouldn’t choose their voters – voters should choose their
representatives.” - Eric H. Holder, Jr., 82nd U.S. Attorney General and NDRC
Chairman.

●

The US Supreme Court ruled in 2019 that federal courts have no power over
partisan gerrymandering. This leaves anti-gerrymandering legislation and
processes in the hands of state legislatures.

●

The recent rise of sophisticated mapping technology has made gerrymandering
easier and more effective than ever. In 2016, Georgia’s legislative races were
the least competitive in the country with 81% of legislative seats going
uncontested as a result of partisan gerrymandering.

●

Gerrymandering is also a racial issue: While racial gerrymandering is illegal,
minority communities are often "packed" into minority majority districts, but
don’t always receive the benefit of minority leadership when leaders of color
are targeted and discouraged from running.

●

What can we do in Georgia?
o
o
o
o

Elect legislators who have made a commitment to legislative reform
Strengthen the redistricting process thru legislation to set up an
independent non-partisan redistricting commission- HR 55/SR 20
(requires a change to the state constitution
Pass a bill to create a more transparent redistricting process that must be
followed by the Senate and House Redistricting Committees - HB
189/SB186
Take an active role in the redistricting process in the Fall 0f 2021.
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7:32pm
15 min

Actions for this evening
You’ll have the next 15 minutes to do any of the actions below. We’ll
regroup at 7:47 to close out our hour in community.
You are not expected to finish them all in this hour.

Emailing:
2021 Senate Redistricting Committee Members:
Senator Name

Email

Phone

John Kennedy, Chair

john.kennedy@senate.ga.gov

(478) 749-9981

Bill Cowsert, Vice
Chair

bill.cowsert@senate.ga.gov

(706) 543-7700

Tonya Anderson

tonya.anderson@senate.ga.gov

(404) 463-2598

Dean Burke

dean.burke@senate.ga.gov

(229) 243-6267

Gloria Butler

gloria.butler@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-0075

Greg Dolezal

greg.dolezal@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-7127

Mike Dugan

mike.dugan@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-7872

Steve Gooch

steve.gooch@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-9221

Marty Harbin

marty.harbin@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-0078

Ed Harbison

ed.harbison@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-0074

Harold Jones II

harold.jones@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-0036

Butch Miller

butch.miller@senate.ga.gov

(404) 656-6578

Michael 'Doc' Rhett

michael.rhett@senate.ga.gov (404) 656-0054

Blake Tillery

blake.tillery@senate.ga.gov

Email Template (All Georgians)

(404) 656-5038
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Dear Representative/Senator _________,
I am writing to voice my support for a transparent redistricting process in the 2021 cycle.
I ask that, as a member of the redistricting committee, you ensure transparency and
establish robust guidelines for this redistricting process.
Transparency requires the opportunity for public input throughout the process, reasonable
time for review and comments on proposed maps, and full disclosure of all of the
legislature’s redistricting work.
Georgians expect to be fairly represented without partisan gerrymandering in the
redistricting process.
Sincerely,
Your Name and Address
Email Template (For constituents of committee reps)
Dear Representative/Senator _________,
As one of your constituents, I ask that you support a redistricting process that produces
fair maps this year. Fair maps will accurately reflect the partisan and racial balance in
Georgia and respect communities of interest.
Georgians expect to be fairly represented without partisan gerrymandering in the
redistricting process.
Sincerely,
Your Name and Address

Calls:
This is ___________and I am calling to respectfully ask Representative/Senator
__________ to support fair maps in the redistricting process this year. Fair maps will
accurately reflect the partisan and racial balance in Georgia and communities of
interest. Thank you for your support.

Petitions:
● End Gerrymandering in Georgia
● Take the End Gerrymandering Georgia Pledge!
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● Add a Nonpartisan Redistricting Referendum to the April, 2021 Ballot
● SIGN THE PETITION TO END GERRYMANDERING IN PA
● Initiative Petition Filed to End Gerrymandering in Oklahoma

Social Media:

When we share another organization’s posts, we want to be very
mindful that we give them attribution. They have done the
work to create quality content and deserve the credit.

Georgia Redistricting Alliance #everyvotecounts
https://twitter.com/FairDistrictsGA/status/1366833844121456643?s=20
https://www.instagram.com/p/CLw1o9vn2vJ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link

https://www.facebook.com/CommonCause/photos/a.431905262213/10159758882097214

7:47pm
8 min

Virtual Tables
We will now return to your “Virtual Tables” (small break out rooms) to close
out the evening.

● Please remember to fill out the tally form:
https://uuca.formstack.com/forms/uuca_justice_power_hour_tracking
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● Please share any feedback to your Virtual Table Leader
● How was this hour for you?

Celebration, Next Steps and Closing
7:55pm

Click Here to see our totals from this hour!
Click Here to see the complete totals for every power hour!

Extinguishing the Chalice
Love is the spirit of this [community],
and service its law.
This is our great covenant:
To dwell together in peace,
To seek truth in love,
And to help one another.
-James Vila Blake
Go now in peace.

Remember: you can continue to take action after the power hour! This agenda
will remain available forever. You can find all past agendas at
https://uuca.org/powerhour. If you’d like those actions to be added to our cumulative
totals, the tally form stays open in between justice power hours.

Community Action Sharing:
What other actions and opportunities are coming in in UUCA and broader community:
● From Fair Fight Action
GEORGIANS: SB 241, one of the most restrictive anti-voting bills in the country, is still
advancing in the Georgia Senate. Call these Senators to demand they vote NO on SB
241:

○ Max Burns: (404) 656-7586
○ Randy Robertson: (404) 463-3931
○ Brian Strickland: (404) 463-6598
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○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○
○

Jeff Mullis: (404) 656-0057
Bill Cowsert: (404) 463-1366
Lee Anderson: (404) 656-5114
John Albers: 404-463-8055
Matt Brass: 404-463-1376
Dean Burke: 404-656-0040
Mike Dugan: 404-656-7872
Steve Gooch: 404-656-9221
Tyler Harper: 404-463-5263
Chuck Hufstetler: 404-656-0034
John Kennedy: 404-656-0045
Butch Miller: 404-656-6578
Larry Walker: 404-656-0095
#gapol See Less

● THEY THE PEOPLE: ACCESS TO ACCURATE IDS NOW
Trans and non-binary people belong, and everyone should have federal IDs that
accurately reflect who they are: Sign the petition today telling Biden-Harris to
take action.

●
Voter suppression is alive and well. The incredible turnout of the 2020 election was
met swiftly with renewed attempts to restrict voter access against people of color across
the country.
How do we respond to this escalation of racist voter suppression? How do we ensure
our voting rights are secure for all of us – not just some – after centuries of white
supremacy?
The ACLU will be addressing all of this and more at our Systemic Equality Action
Session on Voting Rights, March 11 at 8 PM ET/ 5PM PT. It's all part of our racial
justice agenda's ongoing training series, led by our People Power initiative – and we
hope you'll join us.
In this one-hour virtual session, you'll be coached by our experts on the history of
racially-fueled voter suppression, the important work the ACLU is doing now with a
new administration and Congress – and most especially, how you can build power
through telling your story and uplifting the stories of others. This session will be
focused on tangible actions you can take in this fight.

● Call to Action
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○ This Friday will be canvassing NPU-X to encourage our neighbors to help us stop the
jail expansion. Members of the Atlanta city Council, including Joyce Shepherd, have
been directly opposing the closure of Atlanta City Detention Center and have even
fueled the push to move incarcerated folks from Fulton County Jail into a ACDC.
Expanding jails do not keep people safe, we need services not more cells.

○ We will be meeting at 1344 Metropolitan Parkway SW at noon tomorrow and will be
handing out flyers with a script on what to say during public comment Sunday March
7th from 4-7pm.
If you cannot make it, we encourage you to use one of the scripts below to call and
make your own public comment.

○ FOR VOTERS WHO LIVE IN HER DISTRICT (DISTRICT 12):
“Hello, this is a message for Council Member Joyce Shepherd. My name is _____
and I live at ______. I am a voter. [if true: I voted for you 3 years ago].
I am calling to tell you that I do NOT support expanding the Fulton County Jail
and putting more Black people in jail.
I DO support closing the Atlanta City Jail and using the money to build Centers
for Wellness and Freedom — to give services to people who need them.
We dont need more jail cells - we need jobs and activities for young people
[and please add whatever you think we need funds for!]. We need things that
PREVENT crimes and violence in the first place.
Close ACDC now and do NOT sell it to Fulton County to use as a jail!

○ FOR FORMERLY INCARCERATED PEOPLE:
Hello, Council Member Shepherd, my name is ____ and [if a resident of
Atlanta] I live at ______. I am formerly incarcerated which means I know better
than anyone what it is to be locked up in poor conditions. Dont get it twisted: it
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is NOT solution to poor conditions to just expand a jail that’s already too big.
The solution is to STOP sending so many people there who do not need to be
there.
I am calling to ask you to stop supporting the idea of expanding the Fulton
County Jail.
Instead, I look forward to seeing you support the closing of the Atlanta City
Jail and putting the money to programs and services which will HELP our
community instead of harming us.

○ FOR ALLIES
Hello, this is a message for Council Member Joyce Shepherd. As Chairperson
of Public Safety Committee, we are asking that you do everything in your
power to support the effort to CLOSE FOR GOOD the Atlanta City Jail and
have it demolished and a Center for Wellness and Freedom built in its place.
We need real safety initiatives in this city, not the same old failed ideas of more
cops and more jails cells. If you care about our safety and our wellness, then
please lead the council toward real solutions. We vehemently OPPOSE the
sale or lease of ACDC to Fulton County to expand the already too large jail!
Stop this drive toward overincareration and support efforts to invest in the
things - services, supports, programs - that deter crime and make us all safer.

● From Fight

for $15

Watch the CBS interview and sign the petition now >> Monster and Indeed have to
commit to removing ads for these jobs that put us in danger. #MeToo
● From Working Families Party
Join me and the Working Families Party in calling on President Biden and Vice
President Harris, as President of the Senate, to disregard this procedural roadblock and
rule a $15/hr minimum wage in order, finally delivering a livable wage for the people.
● From United We Dream Action
Will you add your name to our petition demanding President Biden, House Speaker
Pelosi, and Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer include citizenship for immigrant
youth, TPS holders, and undocumented essential workers in the next round of COVID
relief?

● From
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We want to hear from you. Not in some online survey or form, but from you in your own
voice. In order to hear directly from you, we've set up a Black Lives Matter
hotline that's open to all!
We're all connected in so many different ways, but one thing remains the same: our
dedication in the fight for Black liberation. And now, we're excited to be able to
hear from you in an even more personable way.
Every week, we'll be introducing a new “question of the week” for folks to respond to -sometimes it'll be a question just for Black folks, sometimes it'll be a question for
everyone. But you can also always call this hotline to share anything else you'd like
with us.
This week, we want to hear from Black folks around the world -- no matter where
you are or what time zone you're in: How does it feel to be in the skin you're in?
We hope you'll make our hotline bling at 779-BLM-line! (That's 779-256-5463)
●

From UUCA

○ Register for March meetings:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkcO2hqT0uH9fqJUaNUFbFJQ
5duU-Q-njl

○ Register for April meetings:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqcOuoqzkvHtNI3UuMdrS4j17E
ThG30K2O

○ Follow-up on last week’s Justice Power Hour
The Georgia legislators pushing voter suppression bills are backed by millions in
corporate cash

Additional Readings
Video
● Gerrymandering, explained (Washington Post video)

Books
● ‘Unrigged’ by David Daley

Articles
● Center for American Progress: The Impact of Partisan Gerrymandering
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● From the Sightline Institute, THE SECRET TO ENDING
GERRYMANDERING ISN’T A SECRET: Here's a hint: it has nothing to do
with independent districting commissions.

Follow Up Information
Organizations to follow:
●

Fair Districts Georgia
Fair Districts GA is a nonpartisan organization that works to end electoral
map rigging in Georgia.
https://www.fairdistrictsga.org/about-us

●

Common Cause

A non-profit, non-partisan advocacy organization that works to
strengthen public participation in our democracy and ensure that
public officials and public institutions are accountable and responsive
to citizens.
https://www.commoncause.org/georgia/about-us/
●

Faircount
Partnering with Hard to Count (HTC) communities to achieve a fair and
accurate count of all people in Georgia and the nation in the 2020
Census, and to strengthening the pathways to greater civic participation.
https://www.faircount.org/

●

Amplifier Art
A nonprofit design lab that builds art and media experiments to amplify the
most important movements of our times.
https://amplifier.org/

●

Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
https://www.uusc.org/

●

UU College of Social Justice
https://uucsj.org/

●

UU Association
https://www.uua.org/

